






In 1868 an Aboriginal cricket team made up of players predominantly from Western 
Victoria became Australia’s first sporting team to tour Internationally when they 
embarked on a tour of the UK.

The Aboriginal XI played 47 matches against county and local teams, in the north and the 

south of England, between May and October 1868, including a match against the 

viscounts and the earls of Marylebone Cricket Club on the hallowed turf at Lord’s. 

Impressively on tour the team won 14, drew 19 and lost 14 of their matches.

Most impressive was the team’s resilience playing on 99 of a possible 126 days after three 

months at sea. Many view these cricketers as inspirational pioneers who paved the way 

for the first non-Indigenous Australian representative tour to England, some ten years 

later in 1878, as well as the first Test match against England in 1880
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The one consistent act Cricket Australia and the WACA will encourage all clubs to 
do is the pre-match barefoot circle and commitment to reconciliation. Clubs will 
be encouraged to share this image on social media.

• Barefoot Circle - Together players and umpires will remove their shoes and form 
a barefoot circle with arms on each others backs as a sign of support. 

• A prominent member of the Aboriginal community to be invited to speak on 
behalf of the local Traditional Owners

• This has already been performed at the WBBL match between the Perth 
Scorchers and the Adelaide Strikers and will also be done at the BBL match 
between the Perth Scorchers and Sydney Thunder





•

•

•

•

•





mailto:Brad.Denham@waca.com.au

